
Continuing a legacy of 

giving that has made a 

lasting impact on the lives 

of Morgantown citizens, 

Laurence and Jean DeLynn 

have made a contribution 

of $1 million to the Greater  

Morgantown Community 

Trust to establish and ad-

minister the DeLynn Schol-

arship Fund.  The scholar-

ship is intended for the 

higher education benefit of 

the children and grandchil-

dren of Mylan Laboratories 

employees who are based 

in the Mylan facilities lo-

cated in Morgantown. 

Two scholarships 

worth $20,000 over four 

years of undergraduate 

education will be awarded 

through a competitive ap-

plication process begin-

ning in 2008.  Applications 

will be available in January 

2008, and the first awards 

will be made for the 2008-

2009 academic year.  In 

addition to the verification 

of employment at Mylan, 

scholarships will be 

granted on criteria includ-

ing academic merit, leader-

ship and financial need. 

òIf we can help in any 

way, thatõs what weõll do,ó 

Jean DeLynn said at the 

scholarships presentation 

at Waterfront Place Hotel.  

òWe are trying to give back 

to Mylan because Mylan 

has been so wonderful to 

us.  We couldnõt do a better 

thing than to help children 

of Mylan employees with 

college scholarships.ó 

Brian Thomas, Presi-

dent of the Trust, stated at 

the scholarships announce-

ment, òWe are here to cele-

brate the giving of the larg-

est gift in the history of the 

Greater Morgantown Com-

munity Trust.  This gift will 

touch the lives of many 

young people for years to 

come.ó 

Thomas also said this 

will be an endowment 

fundñmeaning that the 

original principal balance of 

the fund cannot be spent.  

The scholarships will be 

awarded out of the interest 

earned.   

òLaurence and Jean 

have come through for the 

community and Mylan 

Pharmaceuticals again,ó 

Mike Puskar said.  òThey 

are caring people, and 

Morgantown is lucky to 

have people like them.ó 

Former owners of the 

once-popular High Street 

retail businesses, the 

Fashionable Shoe Shop 

and the Floradora Shop, 

the DeLynns also know the 

impact and importance of 

family-run businesses.  

They recently helped the 

WVU College of Business 

and Economics create the 

Center for Family Busi-

ness, which will provide 

training, resources and 

support for family owned 

businesses .  
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     Billy and Carolyn Atkins 

have found expression for 

their community spirit in the 

creation of the Billy and Caro-

lyn Peluso Atkins Fund for 

Children. 

     Billy currently serves as 

Vice President of GMCT and 

President of the Cheat Lake 

Rotary.  Carolyn is heavily 

involved in education issues.   

     With their background, 

Billy and Carolyn knew they 

wanted to focus on children.  

It was also important, 

though, to keep their pur-

pose broad enough to serve 

a range of needs as they 

might come up.  The Atkins 

Fund for Children, a Donor 

Advised Fund, will allow 

them to accomplish both 

goals with the added bene-

fit of making the decision-

making a family affair by 

involving their children.  

GMCT will advertise and 

facilitate the grant making 

and investment functions 

making philanthropy simple 

for everyone involved. 

Jim Dunn Memorial Scholarship Fund Established  

Marshall Freshman Awarded First Scholarship   

family.  As a friend said, Jim 

strived to live by the "golden 

rule" to do unto oth-

ers....   Now we want to be 

able to help give back some 

of the kindness that has 

been shown us, to honor my 

husband and to honor his 

memory.  This scholarship 

fund will find its way to help 

those who had the same 

passion for life as my hus-

band and the desire to fulfill 

all of their dreams,ó stated 

Jimõs wife, Darlene Dunn. 

     òFOTAF, our fund at 

GMCT, was designed to pro-

vide scholarship to support 

running sports in West Vir-

ginia with the long term goal 

of bringing back collegiate 

menõs running teams to 

West Virginia University.  I 

am pleased that we will be 

able to honor my friend and 

WVU teammate, Jim, in this 

way,ó said Mike Mosser, ad-

visor to the FOTAF.   

     This past fall, the first 

scholarship was awarded to 

cross-country runner Eric 

Frahnapfel, a graduate of 

University High School and 

now a freshman at Marshall 

University.  Eric recently fin-

ished his first college season 

by earning Conference-USA 

Freshman of the year hon-

ors. 

     Scholarship applications 

are currently available 

through the GMCT office, on 

line at our web site or 

through your high school 

counselor.   Deadline for the 

application is March 31, 

2008.   

     To donate to the fund, 

please mail a check to 

GMCT, PO Box 409, Morgan-

town, WV 26507. 

     The Friends of Track & 

Field (FOTAF) and the 

Greater Morgantown Com-

munity Trust are pleased to 

announce the development 

of the Jim Dunn Memorial 

Scholarship Fund in memory 

of Jim Dunn.        

     Jim Dunn, who passed 

away in May, was well 

known to the local Morgan-

town community as manager 

of Pizza Inn, Special Olym-

picsõ coach, and volunteer 

with many youth sports ac-

tivities.  A 1972 graduate, 

Jim spent four years on 

WVUõs storied Menõs Track & 

Field Team, under the lead-

ership of Coach Stan Ro-

manowski. 

     " My son, Riley, Jim's 

brother, Jeff and I have been 

totally overwhelmed with the 

outpouring of love and sup-

port from our friends and 

Billy and Carolyn Peluso Atkins Fund for Children  

       GMCT Welcomes New Funds  é      

Monongalia County children 
will benefit from the Atkins 

Fund for Children. 

Jim Dunn 

Smaller arts venues and indi-

vidual artists present an inti-

mate environment for audi-

ence interaction.  But, be-

cause of their scale these 

opportunities are often diffi-

cult to find in small commu-

nities and rural areas.  The 

Friedburgõs recognized this 

problem and determined to 

do something about it.  They 

have established the Gabe 

Friedburg Small Arts Fund to 

support small arts events or 

projects.  The focus will be 

on poetry readings or con-

tests, dance performances, 

theatre performances, film 

or video projects and other 

smaller budget artistic activi-

ties.  Contact GMCT office 

with your idea or project. 

Gabe Friedburg Small Arts Fund  



     Directing your gift to the 

Morgantown H.S. Athletic 

Boosters just became more 

accessible through GMCTõs in 

office accounting and on line 

support.  Providing donor ac-

knowledgement and charitable 

tax benefits are also benefits. 
 

     For many parent run organi-

zations, like boosters groups,  

new accountability require-

ments and the ever increasing 

range of programs that are sup-

ported make it more difficult for 

parents to manage day to day 

operations on a volunteer basis. 

 

     GMCT can help in these in-

stances and the funds will grow 

at a money market rate.  Dona-

tions to the Swim Team, Track 

and Field and other athletic  

which to live, work and raise 

a family.  The vitality of our 

local arts community de-

pends upon fundraising each 

year.  The assistance pro-

vided by the Arts Fund will 

allow partnering organiza-

tions more time to focus on 

offering first-class arts pro-

gramming and services in 

our area. 

     òWe are fortunate to live 

in a community where we are 

surrounded by the arts, and 

as our community grows, so 

does our need for arts and 

culture,ó states this years 

campaign chair, Ashley 

Hardesty. 

     To donate, send your 

check, payable to Arts Fund 

to GMCT, PO Box 409, Mor-

gantown, WV 26507. 

 

     GMCT is pleased to 

partner with Arts Mononga-

hela  to establish the Arts 

Fund.  Originating from a 

2005 Benedum grant to 

Community Visions Foun-

dation the Arts Fund is de-

signed to increase the pool 

of operational funding for 

local non-profit arts organi-

zations.  Morgantown is 

joining the ranks of over 

80 cities across the coun-

try that implement a simi-

lar model of community-

wide fundraising for the 

arts.  

     According to a 2006 

study sponsored by Arts 

Monongahela, the arts 

have a $5.1 million impact 

on our local economy and 

make this area a more 

attractive community in 

The Arts Fund  

GMCT and Arts Monongahela Join Resources  

Morgantown H.S. Athletic Boosters Fund  
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New Funds Continued...  

Partnering Art Organizations 

 

Appalachian Education 

Initiative 

Arts on the River Festival 

M. T. Pockets Theatre 

Company 

Mannette Steel Drums 

Foundation 

Monongalia Arts Center 

(MAC) 

Morgantown Arts  

Association (MAA) 

Morgantown Dance 

Morgantown History  

Museum 

Morgantown Theatre  

Company 

Morgantown Writers 

Group 
Ashley Hardesty, 2007 

Arts Fund Campaign Chair 

programs will be managed 

as the donor specifies  

while being a part of the 

larger Mohigan Fund. 

      As with other GMCT 

funds, donations may be 

sent to our mailing address 

or visit the MHS donation 

website.  Be sure to enter 

your specific instructions to 

make a gift to an individual 

sport. 

Community Visions Foundation was granted tax credit vouchers from the Neighborhood In-

vestment Program through the State of West Virginia.  Your contribution to the Arts Fund may 

make you eligible to receive these credits.   
 

With a minimum donation of $500.00 to the Arts Fund,  you could reduce your total state tax 

liability by $250.00.   NIP vouchers are allocated at 50 percent of the donation amount, bet-

ter than any standard tax deduction!  Vouchers available are limited so we encourage you to 

make your eligible donation soon.  GMCT will be managing this program.  Please feel free to 

contact our office to make a NIP eligible donation. 

NIP Credits Available to Benefit the Arts Fund  



     During the 1960 presi-

dential campaign, John F. 

Kennedy made several 

visits to West Virginia.  

None were more memora-

ble, however, than the visit 

to kickoff his now historic 

1960 campaign.  Most 

notably this visit was made 

locally to Star City.  Of 

course, we now know that 

it was those votes provided 

by West Virginians that 

propelled President Ken-

nedy to victory. 

     Former County Clerk 

and long time community 

leader, Michael Oliverio, 

Sr., was determined to 

mark this honor and to add 

to the many reasons that 

make the greater Morgan-

town area a tourism desti-

nation.  Through the crea-

tion of a park and monu-

ment on part of the grounds 

donated by St. Maryõs Ro-

man Catholic Church the 

plan became a reality.  The 

theme òA Fatherõs Loveó will 

promote the heritage of 

public service and volun-

teerism handed down be-

tween fathers and sons in 

our area and beyond.   

     On Fatherõs Day this 

year, Michael Oliverio, Sr. 

and the entire greater Mor-

gantown area saw the 

dream unveiled with a dedi-

cation ceremony.   

     In early 2006, plans 

were laid to construct a 

fountain, 40-feet in circum-

ference near the amphi-

theater in downtown Mor-

gantown.  Dr. Rumy Hil-

loowala, WVU medical pro-

fessor, proposed the idea 

after traveling through 

Canada and Europe were 

he took notice of the illumi-

nated water fountains that 

dotted the elegant city-

scapes.   

     GMCT is pleased to re-

port that through the tire-

less efforts of Dr. Hil-

loowala, support from the 

City of Morgantown and 

Monongalia County Com-

mission each generously 

contributing $5,000 and 

with the rest of the contri-

butions coming from indi-

viduals and businesses, 

the fountain has become a 

reality.  A formal ceremony 

recognizing the donors and 

dedicating the fountain 

was held during the Fourth 

of July events at the Hazel 

Ruby McQuain Pavilion.  

completed for the first home 

game even while the com-

plex continues under devel-

opment.    Other facilities 

included in the plan are ten-

nis courts, baseball/softball 

fields, concession areas and 

restrooms. 

 

Visit the website a 

www.uhssports.org for up-

dates on our progress and 

to make a donation online.  

Checks may be made to 

UHS Athletic Fund and 

mailed to GMCT. 
 

Contact us to establish your 

UHS legacy today! 

Supporting Community Initiatives  

JFK Memorial Park and Fountain Project Complete  

cash or in-kind donations 

and monitor pledge fulfill-

ment. 

     GMCT has added another  

1:1 match up to $50,000 

from a private donor to en-

courage campaign contribu-

tions.  A direct appeal has 

been made to the families 

that are most immediately 

impacted by the new school 

but with only one field and 

one track serving most of the 

schools in Monongalia 

County it is apparent that all 

sports and the community as 

a whole will benefit from 

more accessibility. 

With nearly one third of the 

financial need met, construc-

tion is slated to begin in 

early spring 2008.  It is 

hoped that a stadium will be 

     The UHS Athletic Facilities 

Development Committee is 

pleased to announce several 

large donations that will help 

make the UHS Athletic Com-

plex a reality in 2008.  The 

capital fund raising campaign 

was kicked off with the gener-

ous leadership of Mylan 

Charitable Foundation, in co-

operation with Mylan Pharma-

ceuticals and Mylan employ-

ees.  In total, the combined 

Mylan related organizations 

and employee matching 

funds are targeted to provide 

$2.4 million. 

     The Greater Morgantown 

Community Trust, a tax-

exempt, non-profit community 

Foundation will administer 

the UHS Athletics Fund pro-

viding charitable tax credit for 
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     A fountain lifts our spirits 

and gives meaning to our lives.  

It is a testament to people who 

appreciate all that is nature 

and grace. 

ñL. Zane Shuck 

UHS Athletics Fund Receives $2.4 Million Commit-

ment From Mylan Related Organizations  

One Time Commitment 

Pinnacle $500,000  

Hawk Society $100,000  

Platinum $60,000 

Gold $20,000 

Silver $4,000 

Bronze $1,000 

Donors may reserve naming 
rights for contributions and 

pledges at the following 
giving levels: 



The Greater Morgantown 

Community Trust, Inc. is 

pleased to announce the 

appointment of Stephen 

Michael LaCagnin to its 

Board of Directors. 

       Mr. LaCagnin, currently 

is the Administrative Man-

ager and heads the Litiga-

tion Department of the Mor-

gantown office of Jackson 

Kelly PLLC and serves jointly 

as administrative manager 

of the firmõs Morgantown 

and Clarksburg offices.  

       Steve has been inte-

grally involved in the greater 

Morgantown community, 

serving twice as Campaign 

Chair and Board President 

of the United Way of 

Monongalia & Preston Coun-

ties, President of the Mor-

gantown Rotary Club and 

spokesperson for the Tri-

County Well Region Initiative.  

He currently serves as the 

Chairman of the Greater 

Morgantown Area Chamber 

of Commerce Board, Chair-

man of the Board of Direc-

tors of the Wellness Councils 

of America, the West Virginia 

Public Theatre Board and the 

Morgantown Rotary Club 

Foundation Board.  Mr. La-

Cagnin was named on the 

list of most influential people 

in North Central West Vir-

ginia by the Dominion Post in 

2002, 2003, and 2004. 

      GMCT Board President 

Brian Thomas acknowl-

edges, ò Steveõs vast exper-

tise in volunteer and com-

munity service organiza-

tions and the  great energy 

he devotes to further ad-

vancing the growth of the 

Morgantown area is a great 

benefit to GMCT as it contin-

ues to build for the future.ó 

here in Morgantown.  For 

that to happen, patrons 

must feel safe getting to and 

from your location.  Of 

course, just as an office 

space, there were concerns 

too.ó 

      Fast Integration donated 

the keypad entry and motion 

detection systems and in-

stalled the cameras which 

were funded by a matching 

grant with Mainstreet Mor-

gantownõs security program.  

The program is designed to 

provide the police with 24 

hour information specifically 

for public areas in down-

town. 

     The building, donated to 

the Trust by the Tanner fam-

ily in 2006, houses several 

arts organizations including 

the Morgantown History Mu-

seum.  The Museum specifi-

cally required security for it 

     Through the generosity 

of Fast Integration, a locally 

owned security services 

company, and a grant from 

Mainstreet Morgantown, 

GMCT has created a secure 

environment for our 111 

High Street location.   The 

new system provides secu-

rity for the building, its 

grounds and adjacent loca-

tions allowing our clients 

safe access 24 hours a day. 

     Fast Integration security 

specialist Ed Heyden first 

visited the building in2006 

when the museum was ini-

tially considering the loca-

tion.   He notes, òAs with 

many downtown locations 

there were some real con-

cerns, especially having two 

parking lots and a semi-

concealed loading dock 

area.ó   I love the arts and 

want to see them thrive 

to become eligible to receive 

grants and generally, for it 

to offer protection for the 

many local historical arti-

facts that are housed there.   

ò It is certainly a major con-

cern to reassure the donor 

or the grantor that we can 

adequately house the items 

that are entrusted to us.  

This will assist us as we con-

tinue to build our collec-

tion.ó  Said Pam Ball, Presi-

dent of the Morgantown 

Museum Commission. 

 

NOTE:  The unfinished 

downstairs of the building 

(4100 square feet) is avail-

able to rent for storage.  We 

also want to consider long 

term lease opportunities as 

a build to suit opportunity.  

Please contact the GMCT 

office for more information 

FAST Integration Donates Security System  
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